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Security is a major concern when it comes to matters relating to the overall well-being of a country’s citizens. Particularly, internal security call for the allocation of adequate resources in terms of funds, manpower and intelligence in order to be adequately achieved, normally, a country’s intelligence agencies presume to have fully attended to all security concerns of the country when there has been a prolonged period of time since a major security threat happened. In cases where incidences that pose threat to the citizens and or even cause harm to the citizens, the established intelligence agencies are compelled to undergo restructuring and in most cases these situations lead to the formation of newly improved agencies.
 In relation to the progress made in the US since the 9/11 incident, this paper will respond to Eric Dahl’s article on this matter. This will be done in the perspective of establishing a vast domestic intelligence and the resulting impacts to the country’s security and liberty.
I agree with Dahl’s argument. Indeed, the US has successfully aggregated a vast domestic intelligence system to help in ensuring security to its citizens. Firstly, the agreement to this claim is due to the fact that the United State’s intelligence agency is comprised of different Agencies that are altogether mandated with the task of collection, analysis and actualization of operations that are able to detect and analyze trends related the country’s internal security. For instance, Dahl mentions a complex system that engages in activities that are geared toward countering terrorist activities in the US soil, the counterterrorism organizations are led by the National Counterterrorism Center (NCTC). In addition to this, other intelligence agencies such as the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), Department of Homeland Security (DHS), and the Department of Defense (DOD) all have organizations directed to carry the same mandate of upholding domestic security within their structures (Dahl, 2011). These organizations combined under the same directive and the efforts of the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) included in the operations of ensuring total internal security to the US citizens (Posner, 2006), represents a vast domestic intelligence organization in the country.
In addition to this, the office of the Director of National Intelligence (DNI), is obligated to oversee the implementations of different National intelligence programs in the country. With the post established under the Intelligence Reform Act of 2004 (Best, 2010), the power given to this position in the intelligence community allows the holder to be in a position to have managerial and budgetary command over all the organizations established in the country to undertake national missions. Although this does not include the operations conducted by the military, the position gives the DNI holder the ability to reschedule personnel from one agency to another. This provides a structure of the intelligence community that is more centrally coordinated and more effective in implementing counterterrorism operations. In a broad perspective, the establishment of such a concise position in an aim to counter terrorism represents the formation of a large domestic intelligence organization in the United States.
Security and Liberty
As mentioned earlier, security falls under the major concerns of a country’s consideration to provide ample living standards to its citizens. However, in order to accomplish in providing high levels of security to its citizens, the tools, procedures and protocols that need to be enforced to realize such levels of security have proven to conflict with select constitutional rights on privacy and hence infringement of civil liberties of the citizens of this particular country (Urj.Org, 2003). In relation to the shift of the balance between security and liberty realized after the 9/11, I agree with Dahl in his article, that the balance has moved firmly to the direction of more security. A situation that has resulted in less liberty.
Since the 9/11, the government has implemented processes that have negative implications for the overall privacy enjoyed by its citizens. Taking an instance of the intrusive screenings at our airports (Dahl, 2011), it is quite evident that the process of ensuring high levels of security has resulted to low levels of the civil liberty enjoyed by the US citizens. While on the same issue of intrusion, the FBI is mandated with the ability to issue search warrants to United States Citizen’s premises through National Security Letters. Normally, the issue of search warrants is supposed to be issued under the directive of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court through the Foreign Intelligence and Surveillance Act, however, in the year 2006, the FBI issued more than 28,000 NSLs linked to US persons (Dahl, 2011). This incidence in its entirety represents a decrease in the liberty enjoyed by the US Citizens.
Another occurrence that demonstrates the decrease in the level of liberty enjoyed by US citizens is the use of the Patriotic Act by government authorities to collect information in an attempt to obtain intelligence related to security threats from its citizens (Dahl, 2011). 
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